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Ownership Change Explained in Google Drive With GAT
Unlock

Are you considering changing the ownership of folders for any user within your Google Workspace

Google Drive?

There are a few things you need to consider before changing the ownership. Within this post, we

will set out a guide of things you should consider.

What you should tell your end-users

e Tell them not to delete any folders or files that need to be transferred to a new owner.

e When a folder owner changes ownership, the ownership change does not propagate down to

subfolders.

e Ask them to share with you the Title and URL of folders that are important or large. The URL

contains the folder ID, which is a great way to find them within GAT+.
e For example, "URL/drive/folders/IHu8tLPpuCaDNis5gP7YmxuqiGl4HdaLp" - "
1vyVMCNPdADOSBigg H7TxV5keJgkGxeyihtQ JhIMsME/edit"

Recursive Ownership Change

Do you want to consolidate ownership under one account? That means, take every file or

subfolder that may be owned by many users and give it to one user?

Each color below represents a different folder/subfolder owner:
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If this is the goal, follow these steps:

File Management Co-npfe,‘tion

>

Navigate to GAT+ > Drive > Files audit, then apply a filter to find the folder you want to change

ownership of.

You can search by FilelD, Title, or any filter (data you know) to find the folder.

In the example below, searched for by

e Owner - enter the email of the file/folder owner

e Type of file - equal to folder

e Title - enter title of the folder
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Files filters

% Current

Unnamed

simpie fiter ({4

Definition

ev.bp.gatiabs.cc

- | equal

- | equal

+ Add rule

~ | Folaer v

@ Date fields (relative): Previous daysimonths include full days (00:00 to 23:55) or months (1 to last day

of month) in your GAT configured time zone. Europe/Dublin

© Add group

When the folder is found, click on the arrow beside the title and select the Apply permission

change to this folder (recursive) option.

Files

Total 83 933 files/folders

64 Open to full public

Quota used 16 GB

5,447 Open to specific extemnal user(s)

[ 69,087 files

@ 733 documents

[ 14,846 folders

[2) 28,991 text files

™ 145 Shortcuts

(8 3,834 image files

20 Open to Public with link 43 529 Open to specific internal user(s) B 34,672 spreadsheets [ 7 audio files [A s8 POFs
5,527 Files owned by us shared out 179 Files owned by others shared in B 41 presentations [ 107 video files [ 0 maps
30,425 Shared Drive Files 136 Shared Drive Files with extra shares BB 15 forms = 12 sites 2gh 1 drawings
35,295 Private 126 Trashed 3 191 zip
162 Orphaned 1 Auth errors Show stats for the current filter
0 Lost Drives
B~  GAT Unlock Help 2 ‘Unnamed’ filter - 1 rscordm x 2~ O <
25 50 100
Title Path Owner Contributors Viewers Commenters Updated Flags Sharing flags Size Actions
The search is finished. Complete results, computed at 2025-09-01T18:00.57+03.00 , are presented below (1 record have been found). Click here to refresh
(=0
1
[ videasesw My Drive Wnlnlperine- — - - 5 months age — =3 - -

-
Open in Google Drive &
Show events 50 100
Show contents of this folder

Show contents of this folder and its subfolders.

Apply permission change to this folder {recursive) 2

Copy this folder

When selected, a pop-up window will be displayed with options to be filled in.
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File management

Request actions for selected 1 file(s) Note: changes will be applied to all files inside folder and it's subfolders
(including parent folder)

General Remove Replace Summary

Files and Folders

Change selected file's owner: ¥ r rdev.bp.gatiabs.com . -

In Google Drive each file can have only one parent folder. By default when changing ownership to a new owner
MyDrive a shortcut is created to the original file (this preserves permissions inherited from the folder where the file

was placed)

u Move file .

By choosing this option you are requesting to move files directly to new owner MyDrive (note
inherited permissions can be lost in the process)

Warning: If file has multiple parents they will be reduced o one. This change cannot be
reverted.

In the General tab, select the new owner of the folder along with other details.

In Google Drive, each file can have only one parent folder. By default, when changing ownership to
a new owner, MyDrive creates a shortcut to the original file (this preserves permissions inherited

from the folder where the file was placed).

Move file - By choosing this option, you are requesting to move files directly to the new
owner's MyDrive (note: inherited permissions can be lost in the process). Warning: If a file has

multiple parents, they will be reduced to one. This change cannot be reverted.

Deny access for old owner - By default, when ownership is changed, the previous owner is

added as an additional contributor

Untrash file - If any files are in the Bin folder, they will be restored and taken out of the trash

during the ownership transfer

Custom path - select a custom path where the file/folder will be located
o Without ancestry path (FM_requestld/From email@domain.ltd/...) - Custom folder path for
the files to be placed in, enter the folder name followed by the forward-slash (/), for

example, folderX/
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Move file

By chogsing this option you are requesiing to move files directly to new owner MyDrive (note:
inherited permissions can be lost in the process).

Warning: If file has multiple parents they will be reduced to one. This change cannot be
reverted.

Deny access for old owner

By default when ownership is changed, the previous owner is added as an additional
contributor

Untrash file

If any files are in the Bin folder, they will be restored and taken out of the trash during the
ownership transfer

. Custom path

FromAlexVideoFolder/

. Without ancestry path (FM_requestid/From email@domain.itd/_..)

Custom folder path for the files 1o be placed in, enter the folder name followed by the forward-
slash (/), for example, folderx/

Enforce Permissions

Apply this folder’s permissions to all subfolders and files
This will remove any permissions from files and subfolders that don’t maich those set on this folder.

© Useful tips:

Try lo do changes in bulk, especially for big number of files. It will apply your changes faster.

Type only valid email addresses, local domains or "everyone”, "everyone with link" for adding or removing public permissions.
‘You can do changes to Shared Drive files only when there is existent local admin as Manager on that Shared Drive

Changes made to Shared Drive root will be propagated to all files inside specified Shared Drive

= -

Click on the Next button to proceed.

Add, remove, or replace permissions

When you proceed, you can additionally add permissions to the folder, remove existing

permissions from the folder, or replace permissions to the folder.
In the summary view, you can see what action exactly will occur on the folder and its content.

Click on the Send Request for the security officer approval.
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File management

Request actions for selected 1 file(s) Note: changes will be applied to all files inside folder and it's subfolders
(including parent folder) .

General Remove Replace Summary

Job description:

General .

Owner changes

New owner. Sl aiiaai@Ndev.bp.gatiabs.com

Move file
Ancestry path disabled

Custom destination folder - FromAlexVideoFolder/

© Useful tips:

Try to do changes in bulk, especially for big number of files. It will apply your changes faster.

Type only valid email addresses, local domains or "everyone” "everyone with link" for adding or removing public permissions
You can do changes to Shared Drive files only when there is existent local admin as Manager on that Shared Drive.

Changes made lo Shared Drive root will be propagated to all files inside specified Shared Drive

Send request Close

Result of the folder recursive change

When the request is approved, the change will happen, and the result will be seen in the Admin
log (File management log), as well as the actual user will see the new folder in their drive

with the folder and its content in it.

L Drive Q. Searchin Drive = 0O & + Google‘
+ New My Drive > FromAlexVideoFolder > videoses ~ & =)o
@ Home ~  Ask Gemini
0 Activey 2 Explore these files 2 Askabout this folder a ::‘higma"‘m""[“m
oo Workspaces
@ MyDrive Type = People = Modified = || Source =
»@ Sshared drives
Name Owner Last modified = & File size
. Shared with
& Sharedvithme BB Shared drive - Marketing me 08:38 Alex Bell - & L2 ow i
® Recent
¥ Starred [Files with sharing flag: ‘Shared in'] [DriveAudit] [2024-10-04T23:05:00.458+0000] &% me 08:38 Alex Bell 630KB
® spam B Testone au me 08:38 Alex Bell 1KB
@ sin
W IMG_O.MOV me 08:38 Alex Bell 69M8
& Storage
116 GB used

FAQ

Q. Does changing a folder's ownership automatically change the ownership of its

subfolders and files?

A. No, the ownership change does not automatically propagate down to subfolders. To change the

ownership of subfolders and files, you must use the "Apply permission change to this folder
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(recursive)" option within GAT+.#
Q. What should | be aware of when using the "Move file" option?

A. When you choose to "Move file," inherited permissions can be lost in the process. Additionally, if

a file has multiple parent folders, they will be reduced to just one. This change is irreversible.
Q. What happens to the old owner's permissions after the ownership is changed?

A. By default, when ownership is transferred, the previous owner is automatically added as an
additional contributor to the folder and its contents. If you want to deny them access completely,

you must select the Deny access for old owner option during the transfer process.
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